
MOTION MOVED IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 7.3 (iii) (d) 
 
LEADER OF THE COUNCIL 
 
Proposed by Councillor Tom Harney 
Seconded by Councillor Dave Mitchell 
 
(1) Now that the Council has received the AKA Ltd Final Report Independent 

Review of Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council's Response to Claims Raised 
by Mr Martin Morton (and Others), we can all see the extent of the alleged 
mismanagement, incompetence, cover-up and negligence over a long period 
of time. These are extremely serious allegations relating to the care and 
safeguarding of some of the most vulnerable people in society. People to 
whom the Council owes a duty of care. 

 
(2) Although the report documents the failure of Council Officers, Council 

believes that it is incumbent upon all Councillors to ask themselves whether 
they could have asked more, or different, questions and uncovered or 
prevented some of these failings at a much earlier stage. In view of the 
apparent scale of wrong-doing and the length of time over which this 
happened, Council believes the Leader of the Council should explain whether 
he knew what was going on, and if not, why not. 

 
(3) Council believes that, despite all the advice and support available, the current 

Leader's approach has not been as inclusive as was promised. In practice, 
the Leader's approach has been to say publicly that he wants to work with all 
Parties, but then to carry on as before. Council is not convinced that the 
current Leader is committed to finding an all-party solution to the many 
questions raised in the Report. It is of considerable concern that this 
behaviour has contributed to the serious danger of collapse that this Council 
now finds itself in. It clearly isn't working and we need a fresh approach and a 
true commitment to put aside political differences and work together in an All-
Party Cabinet to concentrate exclusively on putting right the many wrongs 
identified. Council believes that Councillor Foulkes is not the right person to 
lead such an All-Party approach. 

 
(4) Therefore, Council resolves, in accordance with Article 7.3(iii) (d) of the 

Constitution, that Councillor Foulkes be removed from the Office of Leader of 
the Council with immediate effect. 

 
(5) That Council elect a new Leader in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 

5B. 
 
 


